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Susquehanna Trail Dog Training Club 

July 2007 

Old Friends 
by Connie Cuff 

 We as obedience instructors take a special interest in 

the human-animal bond.  Helping people train their dogs is 

helping them to develop communication with their pets—to 

better understand each other, and to establish mutual re-

spect.  The end product is a dog that will fit better into 

the new environment people have created for themselves and 

their animals. 

 As a class instructor, I am often consulted on 

“special issues”.  Questions people have about behavior 

problems and a multitude of other situations can influence 

a people/pet relationship.  Although these topics are not 

part of a usual dog obedience class, they are an important 

part of pet ownership. 

 Veterinarians are taking a greater interest in the roles pets play in their 

owners’ lives and are becoming more active in counseling clients experiencing 

behavior problems. 

 In training I try to address dog issues by keeping up with literature and 

new ideas.  I also have access to people who deal with behavior problems. 

 Some dogs learn more quickly than others and I know it is hard for trainers 

who come to class and see their dogs progress at a slower pace.  It does take 

patience, persistence and confidence to strive for the Canine Good Citizen.  So 

everyone hang in there.  You will see results with Patience, Practice and Love, 

as Dixie called it P.P. & L. 

 The attitude and approach you have toward a new situation should be calm-

ness and a matter-of-fact approach.  If you are taking your puppy or dog to the 

vet and you are frightened and nervous, you are communicating this your dog and 

instilling a fear of a vet’s office to your dog. 

 The same holds true in taking our dog to an obedience class.  Attempt to 

avoid communicating an attitude of anxiety to your dog. 

 Also don’t cop out—People make excuses for their dog’s poor socialization.  

Some remarks are:  “I work full time and its difficult to get my dog out.”  “We 

don’t have kids at home, and my dog is afraid of kids.”  “My dog is afraid of 

men.” 

 Within our dog club there are members who have been with us for many years 

and we are all here to help one another.  I enjoy coming to training each week 

and appreciate all the help everyone gives to the Susquehanna Trail Dog Training 

Club. 

 

          Till next time, 

         Connie 
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Minutes (June 5, 2007) 
Submitted by Ginny Pentz 

The meeting of the STDTC came to order with 15 members present. 

REPORT OF PRESIDENT: 

    I wish to thank Marjean Krech for her donation of $25 dollars from her CGC/TDI testing at the Pet Platoon 

adoption at Montgomery.  We also collected $9.00 for Cheryl Hill. 

 We received a thank-you note from Nifty after Fifty. 

 We scheduled our picnic date for Sept. 9 2007, the second Sunday in Sept. 

 For remainder of summer when you come to class, please check by the pavilion as you enter, if the grass 

space is available there and it is hot we may be able to train there. 

 There will be a visit at Nottingham Village at 6:45 PM. 

 Old business: 

    Anyone who has received a CGC from us please let me know so I can give you a certificate from the club 

for training. 

 2-day dog shows: 

    July 28 & 29 @ Bloomsburg Fair Grounds 

    July 20 & 21 @ State College 

 Meeting was adjourned. 

 “Maggie” a Shih Tzu is under 5-years-old and up-to-date on vaccinations.  She is heart-

worm negative and is salt & pepper color.  Maggie is currently in the foster care of Marjean 

Krech.  Marjean can be contacted via E-mail at mkrech@bucknell.edu or via phone at 837-

0450. 

 

 A male Standard Poodle, apricot-colored.  He is 7 months 

old, has shots, and is ACA registered.  Contact Delores Kerstetter if 

you are interested. 

 

 A male German Shepherd, black, tan, and silver-colored.  He 

is 7 months old and has all shots.  Contact Delores Kerstetter if you 

are interested. 
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Breed of the Month 
Bichon Frise 

submitted by Connie Cuff 

The Bichon is related to the Maltese and descended from the Wa-

ter Spaniel, also known as the Barbet, from which came the Bichon’s 

original name of Barbichon. 

The breed was hard enough to withstand ocean voyages.  It has 

been told that the Italian and Spanish sailors would take the little dogs 

with them on the merchant ships.  When they met the ladies in different 

ports and on the islands they would give them gifts.  The Bichon became 

known as “The Love Dog”. 

Later, the Bichon became a favorite of Italian, French and Spanish 

royalty and speared in several painting by Francisco de Goya.  In the late 

19th Century, the Bichon became a street dog accompanying organ grind-

ers and performing in circuses. 

The Bichon became popular in the U.S. after formation of the Bi-

con Frise Club of America in 1964. 

Renowned for their cheerful disposition, they gain friends and 

devotees wherever they go.  They like children more than many small 

breeds.  Because their demand for close human interaction, they thrive on being with you, next to you or on 

you. 

Grooming is one of the greatest challenges of owning a Bichon.  It costs more for a Bichon than other 

breeds and should be done every 4-5 weeks.  It benefits with a weekly brushing and the hair around the eyes 

should be wiped to reduce tear staining. 

Bichons are prone to skin allergies, bladder infections and stones, ear infections, eye diseases, exces-

sive tartar and early tooth loss.  Dental care should include brushing 2-3 times a week. 

The Bichon’s personality wins championships and hearts.  Their approach to life is, “Here I am, love 

me!” 
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Notes and Notices 

 We have been asked by the McClure Bean Soup to put on a demonstration for 

them.  The night would be Thursday, Sept. 13 at 6:45pm.  I know it is quite a trip 

but it would be a great opportunity for our dogs and members to meet people at a 

nice events. 

 

 Our Sunbury Halloween Parade is always a lot of fun, and I had a suggestion 

from one of our members to use as our theme, the “Red Hat Society.”  So everyone 

check the yard sales and think of some float decorations for October. 

 

 There will be a Pet Expo and Adoption at Sunlight Feed in Bloomsburg on 

Saturday, July 21st.  Marjean Krech and Sally Grottini will be doing the CGC/TDI 

testing from 10am to 2pm.  Anyone interested in helping them, please let them 

know. 

 

 There is a 2-day dog show at the Bloomsburg Fair Grounds on Saturday, July 

28th and Sunday, July 29th with confirmation, obedience, and rally. 

 

 A 7-month-old make apricot standard poodle is available for adoption. 

 

 Welcome new members: 

 Peggy and Roy Raker from Sunbury with Maxine and Lucky, mixes. 

 Amy Neuhard from Sunbury with Max, a French Bulldog. 

 

 Recipe for dog shampoo which is cheap and works well: 

 

  4 oz. glycerin    4 oz. vinegar 

  25 oz. bottle ivory liquid  Empty Clorox bottle 

 

  Combine ingredients in an empty Clorox bottle.  Fill with water and 

shake well before using. 

  Glycerin is good for skin, vinegar for fleas, and ivory liquid to make 

suds. 
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UPCOMING TDI VISITS AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 

 

July 5 (Thurs) Buffalo Valley 6:45pm 

 Lewisburg 

 

July 8 (Sun) VA Hospital 1:45pm 

 Wilkes-Barre 

 TDI Only, Register with Connie 

(Meet at Nursing Home entrance.  Dogs must wear yellow tags and everyone must 

carry their ID.) 

 

July 12 (Thurs) Emmanuel Center 6:45pm 

 Danville 

 

August 18 (Sat) Riverfest 9:00am-2:00pm 

 Sunbury 

(We will hand out dog literature and TDI/CGC information.  We also will sell 

homemade dog biscuits.  We will have therapy dogs with us.) 

 

August 25 (Sat) Northumberland Co. Expo 12:00pm-3:00pm 

 Sunbury 

(We will hand out dog literature and TDI/CGC information.  We also will sell 

homemade dog biscuits.  We will have therapy dogs with us.) 

 

Sept 8 (Sat) PA Pet Walk TBA 

 

Sept 9 (Sun) Club Picnic 1:00pm 

 Shikellamy State Park Pavilion 2 

 (Bring dogs and a covered dish.  Club will supply drinks and hot dogs.) 

 

Sept 13 (Thurs) McClure Bean Soup 6:45pm 

 Demo 

 

Every Wednesday  Riverwoods 10:00am 

Lewisburg, PA 

 

2nd Thursday Shamokin Hospital 2:00pm 

 

3rd Thursday Sunbury Community Hospital 1:00-1:30pm 

 Mansion Nursing Home, Market St., Sunbury  1:45pm 

 Sunshine Corners, Market St., Sunbury 2:15pm 

 

Last Thursday Geisinger Rehab—Health South 2:00-3:00pm 

Newsletter Coordinator:  Brandon Pastuszek E-mail:  brandon@stdtc.org 

Website:  http://www.stdtc.org 
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